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aimini Bharaia 



Jaimini -Bharata, a composition in Sanskrit is att- 
ributed to Jaimini, a disciple of Vyasa. It is told 
that Jaimini had written another Mahabharata, but 
Vyasa asked him to retain only the Asvamedhapar- 
vam. This legend suggests that Asvamedhaparvam 
has its own peculiar style, which became popular in 
later times. 

This work of Jaimini clearly shows that it was 
written mainly to propagate Bhakti or devotion. In 
this respect, it aligns itself with the puiana, litera- 
ture of Sanskrit. 

The background of this work is the despondent 
mood of Yudhisth'ra, after the Mahabharata war. 
He was so dejected that he thought it fruitless to go 
on pilgrimage. Vyasa then suggested that he would 
get rid of all the sins, if he could perform Asva. 
medha sacrifice. Though it was a difficult under- 
taking, especially in the post-war conditions, Yudhi- 
shtira conceded to do so and, customarily, a horse 
was released, with Arjuna as his protector. Lord 
Krishna also accompanied him. The Asvamedha- 
parvam of Jaimini describes the encounters of Arjuna 

with various kings, 

', . - ' 

, The theme, which' is "ot&rtnse heroic, has been 
tendered, af* romantic &mt by the author. A number 
of stories ^re written around the character of 



Arjuna. There are some other legends which glorify 
unstinted devotion. The legend of Chandrahasa is 
one such. The Bhakti is enriched by many a adven- 
turous deed on the part of the heroes. The legend 

contains almost all the elements of romantic tales 


like other romantic tales. These stories aim only at 
entertainment, through weaving legends of adventure, 
fantasm, valour inspired by erotic sentiment, free 
play of human and animal characters and in atmo- 
sphere surcharged with eerie magico-rel i gious senti- 
ment. Asvamedhaparva of Jaimini is by far the first 
work containing romantic tales leading to the giorU 

^* <,? o 

fication of Bhakti, , In this work the legends of 
Chandrahasa, Mayuradhvaja,Tamtadhvaja and a pear- 
lier version of Ramayan-all aim at devotion, Krishna 

appears in many legends as a Divine being, protecting 

!,; i Jte f ^j'3 

his devotees. The legends indicate, at many places, 
a gentle sense of humour of the poet. The story of 
Lava and Kusa, for example is a fine blending o,f 

si!* 

Valour & Devotion, 

This work is translated .in many languages. The 

r GSr <5? " 

stories have become very popular in Marathi and 
Kannada literature, as they have 'got a'mass appeal, 

,., In' Kannada, .it is translated by Ltkihmisa,' a. 

poet of eleventh century.. In. Marathi, various legends 
have served . as themes', for various works. For 
example, a 'Chaiidrahasopakhyana' is a metrical com- 
position hv Mara thi 1 done by 'Ranga Krishna, a poet 
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Jaimini *Bharata, a composition in Sanskrit is att- 
ributed to Jaimini, a disciple of Vyasa. It is told 
that Jaimini had written another Mahabharata, but 
Vyasa asked him to retain only the Asvamedhapar- 
vam. This legend suggests that Asvamedhaparvam 
has its own peculiar style, which became popular in 
later times. 

This work of Jaimini clearly shows that it was 
written mainly to propagate Bhakti or devotion. In 
this respect, it aligns itself with the purana litera-, 
ture of Sanskrit. 

The background of this work is the despondent 
mood of Yudhisth'ra, after the Mahabharata war. 
He was so dejected that he thought it fruitless to go 
on pilgrimage. Vyasa then suggested that he would 
get rid of all the sins, if he could perform Asva~ 
medha sacrifice. Though it was a difficult under- 
taking, especially in the post-war conditions, YudhU 
shtira conceded to do so and, customarily, a horse 
was released, with Arjuna as his protector. Lord 
Krishna also accompanied him. The Asvamedha- 
parvam of Jaimini describes the encounters of Arjuna 
with various kings. 

The theme, which is otherwise heroic, has been 
rendered as. a romantic one by the author. A number 
of stories are written around the character of 
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Arjuna. There are some other legends which glorify 
unstinted devotion. The legend of Chandrahasa is 
one such. The Bhakti is enriched by many a adven- 
turous deed on the part of the heroes. The legend 
contains almost all the elements of romantic tales 
like other romantic tales. These stories aim only at 
entertainment, through weaving legends of adventure, 
fantasm, valour inspired by erotic sentiment, free 
play of human and animal characters and in atmo- 
sphere surcharged with eerie magico-religious senti- 
ment. Asvamedhaparva of Jaimini is by far the first 
work containing romantic tales leading to the glori- 
fication of Bhakti.. In this work the legends of 
Chandrahasa, Mayuradhvaja,Tamradhvaja and a pecu- 
lier version of Ramayan-all aim at devotion. Krishna 
appears in many legends as a Divine being, protecting 
his devotees. The legends indicate, at many places, 
a gentle sense of humour of the poet. The story of 
Lava and Kusa, for example is a fine blending of 
Valour & Devotion. 

This work is translated in many languages. The 
stories have become very popular in Marathi and 
Kannada literature, as they have got a mass appeal, 

In Kannada, it is translated by Lakshmisa, a 
poet of eleventh century. In Marathi, various legends 
have served as themes for various works. For 
example, a 'Chandrahasopaldiyana' is a metrical com- 
position in Marathi done by Ranga Krishna, a poet 



from Tan javur. The entire work is available in 
simple Marathi prose. 

The heroic-romantic nature of the work attracted 
Pillalamarri Pinaveerabhadra kavi, a poet of great 
repute in Telugu literature. He has faithfully follo- 
wed the original Sanskrit text, and has rendered it 
in elegant style. It i s reckoned as the most impor- 
tant work of sixteenth century. 

Dr. M. Veereshalrngam has done a signal 
service to Telugu literature,, by writing a doctoral 
thesis on the work. He has given a critical analysis 
pf the work, evaluating it from the point of view of 
characterization, mythology, style, sentiment and 
motif. The analysis is informative and refreshing. 
He has displayed a keen sense of Analytical Method 
of Research methodology. I know Dr. Veeresha- 
lin gain right from his studenthood in Warangal 
College. I know him as a deligent and inteligent 
student. The present thesis speaks volumes for his 
patience and intelligence, in giving a new dressing to 
the old topic. Treatment of classical subjects 
requires a cautious thinking, which is amply reflec- 
ted in the doctoral thesis of Dr. Veereshalingam. 
1 am sure that this work will stimulate further inte- 
rest among the scholars to study romantic classical 
legends, with modern outlook. I congratulate Dr. 
Veereshalingam for having written a valuable thesis. 

'P.O. LALYE 

Hyderabad Dept* of Sanskrit 

27-9-1988 Osmaiiia University. 
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Insc. P. 226) the Pandyas under BKuvanaika Samara 
Kolhan occupied Kanci 15 forashort while and were 
driven back by Saluva Narasirnha" 

(Fur. Sources) IP, 128, 
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"In the Course of this confusion Saluva Nara- 
shimha must have occupied the throne by the end of 
I486 A. D. (Vide Genealogy)*' - 

1468 
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12-9-1456. 



- ". Suluya ..Na.rasiogadea; : Mahataja . 

Summary: (on the north wall in the First 
Prakara of Tirumal aTemple) 

IWSSaka (N<y. 8. T.T.) 

Donor's "name and .Reference : 

Saluva Narasingadeva Maharaja, Son of Gundaya 
De : va Maharaja, entitled ^Stiinmnmahaniandaleshwara, 
Medini Sara; ganda and Katari Saluva. He became the 

de facto ruler of the Entire South owinf to his personal 
talents and he gor.froia: ; his.. uncle a:nd Kinsmen. ' 

Gifts ail Donations: 

A Sarvamanya (Tax-Free) grant of Alipuram 
Village in Chandragiri Rajya, was made for the Pur- 

pose of propitiating Sri Venkmtesa with one (Super 

i ' /;, \ '"," 

Offering) as uda'ya kale (Sandbi) in his name each in 
the morning. 



26 



1466 io-a"! frtfjj c6^8)osScrdabc oag25S6 

SS 







i -11 - 
I486 6*ti$ ^o&. Sn 20-4-1486 










ia 






S*oA0?$s'ca 




> 







(B^. 53*. 1-46) 



26 




11 (2-116) 




f ( 6 - 204 ) 



1-11.1486 




ex 







(2) 




o- aao c 

cb 53*^ A 




(n 

(4) 



*** 







27 

' 




. sitoS>oa?5 f tfd ^&>. 1425.80, e 
, 1446-75 o ?62fo^j daio 

1475-80 o ^ifc^ ^orvtf .^Sbo^oSa tfrfJ6d&, 1488 

(1490, 91 







1. ^$62$ 



(B . SP. 1-11) 

2. Epigraphica Carnatica 

[Epi. Car] Vol xi. e<L 14. 

3. T. T. Devasthanam inscriptions 

[T. T.D.I] Vol. 5. No. 4. 

4. Historical inscriptions of Southern India 

[Hist. Ins.] By Sewell. pp, 230, 31. 
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'Episode' eiSa i^&o?6Sb Sha^kar Narayana 

^&) 127); Chambers Twentieth 
Century dictionary a 4 ($& ?68) (1959 Edn). 

(I) A story introduced into a narrative or poem 
to give variety, 

(S\ An interesting incident. 

A passage affording relief from the princi- 
pal subject. 












Allusion to some old tale 

(2) A tale 
(8) Story 

(4} Especially a legendary work such as the Maha- 
bEarata 
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" 
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No. 6496 

Burnell. 143. Foil. 86. Palmyra leaves. Size 15 in. by 
1-3/8 in; Fairly written, in the Grantha Character, about 
A.D. 1860. Nine or ten lines in a Page. 

The Jaiminiya - Mahabharata, Asramavasa Parvan, the 
Sita Vijaya Section, in fifty adhyayas. 

It begins Fol. 1. 



33"hS 

1 ~^ 3? 



Adhyaya II begins fol. 2; A III fol. 3; A IV fol- 4; 

A V fol. (5) (b); A X fol. 12; A XV fol. 21 (b); A XX 

fol. 30; A XXV fol. 39 (b); A XXX fol. 46 (b); A XXXV 

fol. 54 (b); A XL fol. 64 (b); A XLV fol. 77; A L. fol. 
(85) (b); It ends fol. 86 (b). 



The boards of the Ms. are ornamental with a coloured 
flower pattern. The Ms. is fairly accurate, It is wrongly 
described in Catal. Catal III as a Ms. of the Ordinary 
Asvamedha Parvan. 

(A*C. Burnell) 



No. 6497 

Mackenzie XI 3. Foil. 153. Palmyra leaves. Size 15-5/8 
In by 1*1/4 in. Carelessly written, in the Oriya Character, 
about A.D. 1810 four lines in a Page. 

The Jaimini - Bharata, imperfect. Adhyaya I of the 
Asvamedhika Parvan begins fol. 1; A V fol.^13; A X fol, 

21; A XV fol. 37; A XX fol. 59 (b); Ady. XXX fol. 
94 (b); A XL fol. 128 (b); A L fol. 150. 



It eilcls fol. 158 (b) q (ft) j3a>S><A 




The Ms. isjju3sinked> in accurate, and not easy to read, 
fol. 95 (b) is half blank; there being a lacuna; The boards 
are ornamental with a coloured floral design. There is only 
one hole in the Ms. in the Centre. The leaves are not 

numbered, 

For this see Eggeling, no .3233. 

(Colin Mackenzie) 

LSj 
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**A Descriptive Catalogue of the Telugu Manuscripts in the 
Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library 

MADRAS. 

Prepared under the orders of the Govt. of Madras. 

Vol. I - Prabandhas 

Itihasas, Puranas and Mahatmyas 
Printed by the Superintendent, 
Govt. Press, Madras. 
1915 

Pages 24, 25, 26. 
Nos. 14, 15/16 & 11. 





; . No. ,14. J 

JAIMINI BHARATAMU (ASVAMEDHAPARVAMU) 

Substance, Paper : Size, 12 x 8-1/4 inches, Pages 692. 
Lines 20 on a page. Mode of writing, good, but not free 
from mistakes. Written on the side of paper, condition, 
very slightly injured. Appearance old,, complete. Some 

leaves are misplaced in the binding. 

Some work as that described under R. No. 12 of the 
Triennial Catalogue of Mss. Part 3. on a fly leaf attached 
to this latter manuscripts, there is given a genealogy of the 
descendants of Gadayamatya B the father of the author. It is 
extracted in the Telugu remark below : 

On fol. 1 (a) Mr. C.P. Brown writes. 

"This is one of the poems which are looked upon as 
or Mere fictions or Apocryphal Tales". 



On fol. 346 (b) he again writes. 

"Wrong, the jSctftf m were written by other poets they 
are seperate poems (Zuluri Appaya Says) entitled the 
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No. 15. 3 
JAIMINI BHARATAMU (ASVAMEDHAPARVAMU) 

Substance, Palm - leaf. Size 10-3/4 X 1-3/8 inches, 
Pages 475, Lines 6-7 on a page. Mode of writing, fair but 
faulty. Condition much injured. Appearance old. 

Complete, but imperfect on account of the disappea- 
rance of leaves 1-4 and 234. 
Same work as above. 
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No. 16. 

JAIMIN! BHARATAMU (ASVAMEDHAPARVAMU) 

Substance, Palm - leaf. Size, 17-3/4 X 1-1/2 Inches. 
Pages 210. Lines 8 on a page. Mode of writing, fairly but 
not free from mistakes. Condition injured. Appearance 
old. 

Complete* but a little imperfect on account of an 
omission in the writing on fol. 96. 

Same work as the above. 

(a. 




o O 




I 




No. 17. l 
JAIMINI BHARATAMU (ASVAMEDHAPARVAMU) 

Substance, Palm - leaf, Size 13-3/8 X 1-| inches. Pages 
162. Lines 9 and 10 on a page. Mode of writing fair but 
not free from mistakes. Condition much injured. Appea- 
rance old. 

Complete, but very imperfect on account of the dis- 
appearance of some leaves and the broken condition of some 
others. 

a.) 



oo 






r&cifcSod&o oS^c&o, sSj eS&aa"' ^A 

o L ^ 



o 



867 



Book : "A Triennial Catalogue of Manuscripts'* 

(Collected during the Triennium) 
1916-1917 To 19181919 

For the 

Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library 
MADRAS. 

Prepared under the orders of Govt. of Madras 

Vol. Ill -Part m-Telugu. 

MADRAS 

Printed by the Superintendent Govt. Press 

1925 
Page 1307 to 1314 

R. No. 5/3. 

Paper 10-3/4 X 9-3/4 inches folL 157, lines 20 on a page. 
Mode of writing good and fairly correct In a good condi- 
tion. 

Transcribed in the year 1918-19 from a Ms. of M.R. Ry. 
Gurajada Venkataramadas Pantulu Garu of Vizianagaram, 
Viziagapatam Dist. 

fSimahthini Parinayamu] 

This Prabandha is composed with a view to point out 
the efficacy of observing certain vows on Mondays in a speci- 
fied month and is based on the story found in the Brahmo- 
ttarakhanda of the Skanda Parana. The author is Ponumalla 
Somanamatya, Son of Nilayamantrin of Bbaradvaja gotra 
and disciple of Ellanaradhya. He was a minister of the 
prince Pusapati Thammabhupala. He states that he was 
induced to write this work by the eulogy of some of his 
learned friends who described bis genealogy, and stated that 
he was a descendent of Pillalamarri Pirra Veerabhadra, 
author of the Jaimimbharata etc. It is [further stated that 
the Pillalamarri family lived at Penumerlla and was therefore 
called after the latter name. 

Complete in 5 Asvasas excepting a few stanzas in the 
prefaratory portion, 
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Book: SOURCES OF VIJAYANAGARA HISTORY 

S.K- Ayyangar 

(The Madras University of Historical Series) 
Published by the University of MADRAS 

(1919) 
Page 29. No. 2 

(JAIMINIBHARATAMU)-ASVAMEDHAPARVAMU 
(Pillalamarri Pina Veerabhadra) 

This work is dedicated to Saluva Narasimha, the first 
king of the second Vijayanagara or Saluva dynasty. In the 
introduction it gives some information about the ancestors 
of Saluva Narasimha of whom the chief was Saluva Mangu. 
During the reign of the Emperor Bukka and his Minister 
Gopanarya. The expedition was directed against the chief, 
Sambuva-raya and the Muhammad ans who were then masters 
of the Madura and Tirichinopoly districts. In this extract 
he said to have defeated the Sultan of the south and given 
his territory to Sambuvaraya, to have established Sambuva- 
raya on his throne, to have established the God of Srirangam 
in his temple and made a present to it of 60,000 Madas (of 
Gold) and to have killedthe Sultan of Madura in battle. 

Canto I 



. (s$. 80) 
2. "fcefotf* r^ail^tf* ......... o<2Poex><3ca> (S3. SI) 

8, "txtftix* tf^ea ......... fr^&ort 'SSTSS) 

4. '*eg &*$% &o^dt& ......... S&dSp&eo (i. 88) 

Page 85. No. 31 -- 

JAIMINI BHARATAMU 
(By Pillalamarri Pina Veerabhadra) 
This is a poem dedicated to the Vijayanagara Emperor 
Saluva Narasimha, the founder of the second Vijayanagar 
dynasty* In the introduction the poet gives a long accounts 
of the achievements of the king's ancestors from Saluva 
Mangu. He explains the meanings of the various titles that 
Narasimha assumed, and says that he conquered the Tigula 
Bhumi, meaning by that term the Tamil Country, deprived 
the Oddiya (the sovereign of Orissa) who invaded his 
kingdom, of his strength; captured the fort of Baladurgam5 
and having gone to the Penugonda destroyed the Pikkillu and 
other enemies of his. Week after week the King Saluva 
Narasimha made extensive gifts to Brahmanas. He is said 
to have conquerred many forts the chief among which being 
Boonagiri (Bhuvanagiri), Gingi ? Komrcjadhari 6 and Penu- 
konda, 
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"The book consists of five Prakaranas of twenty chapters 
each. In the first Prakarana are explained general religious 
ethics, social service, manufacture of idols, and diseases and 
their remedies. In the second, Polity is treated of in detail 
ally, his seven heads, such as the king, his minister, his 
under thetreasury, the kingdom, forts and the army together 
with the law, both private and interstatal, under such 
aspects aspeace, war, invasion, neutrality, alliance, and 
war with o ne and peace with another, not omitting the four 
well-known stratagems, such as reconciliation, bribary, 
dissesion, and war. The third prakarana is devoted to the 
description of architecture, picture - drawing and painting 
with minutest details, iconography and pleasures of domestic 
life. In the fourth and fifth, various forms of amusements 
and recreations are described. Incidentally brief reference 
is also made to arithmetic, the decimal notation, prepara- 
tion of calendars, astrology, omens, augury, palmistry, 
training of horses and elephants together'with the treatment 
of their diseases, mining, alchemy, gems, and precious 
stones* marriage and child-rearing, cookery, liquor, beve- 
rages, music, conveyance, and scents.*' 
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7. Apte's Sansk.-Eng. Dictionary. 

8. Concise Sansk.-Eng. Dictionary. 

V. V. Baide. 



1. Epigraphica Carnatica XI, XII, XXV. 

2. T.T. Devasthanam Inscriptions Vol. 5. 

3. Historical Inscriptions of South India. 

SewelL 

4. The Suryavamsi Gajapathis of Orissa. 

-Dr. R. Subramaniam. 

5. History of Sangama Dynasty. 

(Unpublished Thesis of Dr. P. Jhansi Laxmi) 

6. History of Bengali language, 

D.C. Sen. 

7. Chambers Twentieth Century. 

8. Shankaraaarayana Dictionary. 

9. The Adventure of Criticism. 

Prof. K.R. Srinivasa lyengar. 

10. New approach to the Ramayawa. 

N, R. Navlekar, 

11. Mathew Arnold Critical Stndy, 

"~~*"x^. JL/. oastn. 

12. A Census of Indie Manuscripts in the United 
States and Canada. 

13. Catalogue of Saaski it and Prakrit Manuscripts in 
the Library of the Ii dia office. 

14. A Descriptive Catal >gue of the Telugu MSS in the 
Govt. Oriental MSS. Library , Madras. 

15. Indian Ephemeries. 

16. Sources of Vijayanagar History. 

S. K. Ayyangar. 
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5. Seems to represent udayagiri. 

6. The printed editions gave the word as Kommadhara puri, 
d-ae to a wrong reading. The place seems to stand for 
Dharapuram In the coimbafore district. 

^ of Chalokya Someshwara Deva - part I 
Prakaranas 1-3. edited by Dr. R. Shama pasrty, curator, 
Govt. Oriental Library,Mysore, Univ. of Mysore. Samskrit 

Series No. 69. Govt. branch press-Mysore 1926. Introduc- 
tion by R. Siiaaia Sastry. 
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JAIMINIBHARATAMU-SAMSODHANATMAKA 

PARISEELANAMU 
Ph.D., Thesis of Osmania University in Telugu 

By 
Dr. M. VEERESHA.LINGAM., 

Pt ice Rs. Forty., 
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